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By Dave Bewley

uke Wooder incurred a four-place
penalty in Heat ' l  that relegated
him to 7th. Victory in the next one

meant that he'd start the Prefinal from 4th
behind first heat winner Sandy Mitchell,
Kiern Jewiss and Matthew Hayden.

Wooder pulled offa brave manoeuvre
on the final lap to claim a narrow win over
Jewiss who had led for most of the Prefinal.
Myles Apps took 3rd ahead of Mitchell
with Morgan Porter f inishing 6th behind
Hayden.

Jewiss led the main event from Wooder
with Mitchell 3rd ahead of Apps and
Hayden. These five init ially pulled away
from Porter who was able to close the
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By Henry Beaudette

Foreboding clouds gave
an indication of the type of
weather that was to come as
the Honda f ield headed out for
Qualifying on Saturday.

I  t  was Mi tchel l  who led Qual i fy ing unt i l
I he fell foul of the track l imits rule and
I had his times annulled, promoting
Chal lenge 4 winner Danny Harr ison and
Ewan Bennett onto the front row.

However it was Chris Lulham who won
two highly competit ive heat races, edging
out Harrison and a charging Mitchell in
Heat  1 and Mi tchel l  and Yukinor i  lsh i i  in
Heat 2 to take pole position for the Final.
Mitchell would start alongside Lulham on
the front row with Connor McCarthy an
impressive 3rd ahead of Harrison.

The skies were sti l l  dark as the drivers
headed out for the Final on slick tyres
and Mitchell swift ly moved into a narrow
lead over the chasing pack. But as the
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gap later on. Wooder dropped a couple of
places and soon found himself defending
4th spot from Porter and Hayden. Sensing
their opportunity, Jewiss and Mitchell
began working together to establish a lead

leaders completed lap two the heavens
opened and within a minute the track
was drenched. Showing maturity way
beyond their years the whole field coped
admirably with the conditions with
Mitchell opening up a sizable lead before
the officials stopped the race, leaving
Lulham and eight-year-old Jean Sammut
completing the podium.

Sunday's Qualifying and opening heat
were held in dry conditions before the
rains returned again for Heat 2 and the
Final .  Lulham and lsh i i  set  the same t ime
in Qualifying with Lulham getting pole
position by virtue of having a slightly
quicker second fastest lap and the pole-
sitter proceeded to dominate the first heat
with Mitchell and Harrison more than 4s
behind at the chequered flag.

Conditions had deteriorated for Heat 2

of 40 yards or more over Apps who was
soon relieved of 3rd place by Wooder.

With less than two laps remaining,
Mitchell pulled alongside Jewiss at
Stewart's Sweep and held on unti l Paddock
Bend when Jewiss managed to regain 1st
place. This gave Wooder a chance to close
up. Mitchell moved past Jewiss down the
main straight and Wooder followed him
into Stewart's Sweep. Mitchell held on to
finish as the new O Plate Champion. r

and once again it was Mitchell who shone
through the gloom as he won by nearly
6s from Lulham and noted wet weather
expert lshii but Lulham's Heat 1 victory
was enough to give him the nod for pole
position for the Final.

Sadly for Lulham though he wouldn't
get a chance to take the start for the Final
as both he and his teammate Sammut
missed the closing time for parc ferme and
weren't permitted to start the race, leaving
Mitchell and lshii on the front row. With the
track sti l l  wet Mitchell exploited his local
knowledge perfectly to lead from start to
finish and complete the weekend double
by an astonishing 17s.  lsh i i  and Harr ison
enjoyed a spirited dice for 2nd place,
which went to lshii with everyone else
more than half a minute behind the flying
Scotsman. *


